In the end of the Viking ages more and more people converted into Christianity. And at the battle of Hastings (1066) it used to be called the last moments of the Viking ages. That was when the French Viking descendants conquered England and obtained the power there. Approximately 30 years later the knights went out for their first Crusade to Jerusalem.
    Today the Viking is a symbol for strength and roughness, so if someone calls you a Viking you are a tough guy. Unfortunately new Nazis and other racist groups are using the Viking society as their symbols. The Vikings themselves were not what so ever racists. 
    Normally the Vikings fought with their shield in the left hand and a sword or an axe in the right. In a fight you often aimed at the head, neck or the shoulders, but some fighters were tricky. They made sure that you blocked the sword attacks that the opponent aimed at your head, so while you blocked the attacks being made against your head and shoulders they just chopped your foot off. Very few people were able to fight well after such a tragedy.

The long axe would be held in two hands and the target for that weapon was also the head and the neck. Although, such a long axe seems clumsy to wield in battle it was actually pretty good and difficult to discover if it was being aimed at you.
The infant mortality seemed to be very great during the Viking ages. The children were very valuable especially as maids and other assistants. Some were even brought on their raids just because of their sharp sight and fast feet.

    The sons were quickly introduced to their parents’ work. They have found different pieces of jewellery made by people whose fingers were incredibly small, like special decorations on weapons.
    As fast as they got old enough they got in to their gender roles. The sons followed their fathers and the daughters followed their mothers’ paths. They are also assuming that the children were allowed to wear new clothes and jewellery at a certain age and that the boys got their first weapons. Some evidence also shows that they wore their jewelleries for life.
    In the upper teen years, around the twenties, the children were able to marry and choose a partner for life. Divorces never occurred, however men could marry several wives.
    When the father and the owner of a family’s properties got old enough to take care of it the younger generation took over. The elders stayed with the family until they passed away.
    The big parties were an important part of the Vikings life. You met there to party, exchange experiences and plan trips. The parties could last for days and you always dressed up with the best you had. They also drew lots about were to sit, and if you ended up next to the same girls two parties in a row then it was said that you would marry her.
    The Vikings often ate fried or boiled meat on a spit. Sometimes the meat was served raw and you heated it up by putting it inside of your shirt for a while. Fish were also a very common food. You either dried or salted the fish and when it was time to eat it you seasoned it with different spices. 
    Sausages were made by meat, blood or fat and sheep intestines were the cover for the sausage.
    Fruits and wild berries were gathered in the summer and stored for later use in the autumn and winter when you ate more. They also drank mead which was a very strong beer. The main ingredients of mead were honey, water, hops and malt.

    Normally the Vikings drank out of horns which couldn’t be putted down. You were forced to drink it all up before you could put down your horn. Although, wealthy people sometimes used goblets acquired from trade or raids.
    The art of telling stories were very appreciated by the Vikings. A good story could result in a lifetime situation at a king. You often told stories about the Aries and other heroes. A real Viking was also expected to be able to compose a rhythmic story at the same moment it was being said.
